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Vision

 When we speak of “food” prices, the 
concept measured should reflect the 
food people need for active and healthy 
lives

 Food security: All people, at all times, 
have physical and economic access to 
sufficient, safe, nutritious food to meet 
dietary needs...
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Source: Keats and Wiggins 2014; 2009 data from FAOSTAT



 Improving the food environment, 

including availability and affordability of 

nutritious foods, is one of the major 

contributions agriculture can have to 

food security and nutrition.

 Can the agriculture sector track progress 

toward these outcomes?



Current food price monitoring

 Food availability data and food 

price data monitoring is mainly 

focused on starchy staples

 Prices are less available for 

diverse foods most lacking in 

diets.

 Existing food price indexes are 

not based on a nutritious diet.



Source: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation

Top contributors to “Dietary risks” 

All developing countries, 2010



Why does this matter?

 Without data on the basic situation, policy 

solutions to the problem of expensive 

nutritious diets are more difficult to devise



IANDA

Main Goal: Use existing national price data 

collection systems to measure the availability and 

affordability of nutritious, diverse foods and food 

groups in markets throughout the year

Outcome: Generate recommendations for 

indicator construction and for modifying food 

price monitoring systems that will enable tracking 

of access to diverse nutritious diets in markets



Proposed indicators

 Availability of diverse, nutritious food groups

 Cost of diverse, nutritious food groups

 Cost of a minimally diverse diet

 Cost of nutrient adequacy

 Cost of a recommended diet

 Can these be constructed with existing data 

and existing data collection systems?



Ghana and Tanzania: Data 

landscaping and workshops
 Understand current practice regarding 

data collection, aggregation, 

dissemination, and use

 Understand which foods are included and 

why

 Discuss indicators that could be 

constructed and possibilities for their use

 Discuss steps needed to advance the 

work with data collectors and end-users



Can the data be used to 

construct indicators of 

nutritious diets?

 Yes, but…

 Some foods need to be added for ideal 
indicators

 Green leafy vegetables

 Possibly more legumes

 Dairy?

 Proof of concept: Develop a process for other 
countries to use to identify and integrate 
missing foods



Is it feasible to improve data 

collection systems to monitor 

prices of nutritious diets?

 Results from Ghana: YES

 Robust data collection system in place

 High interest among data collectors in 

collaborating

 Workshop in Tanzania next week!



Market visits
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Next steps

 Pilot the addition of missing foods to 

existing food lists

 Hone methods for constructing indicators

 Continue collaborating with policy-

makers on what is the most useful 

information for decision-making

 Incorporate into food price monitoring 

systems (national and international level)



Vision

 Food price monitoring reflects the food 

people need for active and healthy lives


